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Aesthetics-Ecology Relationship 

• Aesthetics and ecology may have either 
complementary or contradictory implications for a 
landscape. 

• There is an intimate yet complex relationship 
between aesthetics and ecology that has important 
implications for those interested in landscape 
ecology—including natural scientists, modelers, 
geographers, land planners, designers, and 
managers. 



Human-Landscape Relationship 

• Humans engage with environmental phenomena at a 
particular scale (perceptible realm); 

• Interactions within this realm give rise to aesthetic 
experiences, which can lead to changes affecting humans and 
the landscape, and thus ecosystems; and 

• Context affects aesthetic experience of landscapes. Context 
includes both effects of different landscape types and effects 
of different personal–social situational activities or concerns. 



Model of human–environmental interactions in the landscape 

Gobster, PH., JI. Nassauer, TC. Daniel, and G. Fry. 2007. The shared landscape: what does aesthetics have to do with 
ecology? Landscape Ecology 22:959–972 



Landscape types modify aesthetic 
experiences 

• Wild land landscapes: scenic versus ecological 
aesthetics? 

• Agricultural landscapes: an aesthetic of care and the 
effect of knowledge 

• Cultural landscapes: the aesthetics of attachment 
and identity 

• Metropolitan landscapes: juxtaposing a variety of 
aesthetic responses 



Bromo Volcano 



Bastian Cape, Timor 



Capadoccia, Turkey 



Urban Culture 



Jakarta 



Intervention for Aligning 
Landscape Aesthetics and Ecology 

• Interventions through design 

• Interventions through knowledge 

• Ethical implications of a normative aesthetic 

 

… prescribing “what should be” rather than  

only describing “what is” … 



Outcome of Intervention 

• Interventions through landscape planning, design, 
and management; or through enhanced knowledge 
might establish desirable relationships between 
aesthetics and ecology 

• A key outcome is to align ecological goals with 
aesthetic experiences to achieve culturally and 
ecologically sustainable landscapes y 



From Aesthetic to Ecological Goals 

• Landscape planning, design, and management that 
address the aesthetics of future landscape patterns, 
then, can be powerful ways to protect and enhance 
ecological goals 




