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Rice import has always been a sensitive issue, since 
rice is not only the most important food commodity 
for Indonesia, but also it has  become a very strategic 
political commodity. Pros and cons are always there, 
since consumers want price of rice is kept low, and on 
the other hand, producers and distributors want it 
high, to increase their incomes. 

If we want to keep price of rice low, than we need to 
flood market with sufficient supply of rice; to achieve 
this, we need to increase national rice production 
well above level of domestic rice consumption. If in 
fact we fail to achieve  self-sufficient for rice, then 
there are two things can be done: importing rice 
and/or forcing people to consume other staple foods 
as substitute for rice. 

Importing rice its clear -and instant -political 
consequences. Government decision to import 
520.0000 tons of rice for national buffer stock has 
already received objection from a farmers association 
(The Jakarta Post, 22 December 2006). However, 
forcing people to consume non-rice staple food is not 
easy and simple issue, it requires very serious and 
committed efforts and 'by default' it will take a long 
period of time to change people's behavior . 

Constantly keeping price of rice low obviously will not 
make rice farmers very happy, and as consequences, 
rice farmers will not be motivated to increase 
productivity of their land. As a result, national rice 
production will also be stagnant if not  decreasing, 
since total area of arable lands is also continuously 
decreasing, converted into non-agricultural lands. 

Two things that I feel all of us agree on : rice 
production should be increased and increase in rice 
production should be followed consistently with 
increase in income of farmers. This is very obvious, 
however, it is easier sad than done. The major issue is 
how to achieve this realistically, with our current 
social, economical, political, and technological 
conditions. 

There are some proves and available technologies for 

increasing rice production : high-yielding varieties are 
available; kind and formula of inorganic and organic 
fertilizers have been identified; techniques, rates, 
timing, and frequencies of fertilizer application have 
been well studied; effective pest management for 
rice has been well understood; in short, A-to-Z of rice 
cultivation has been well established. Technically, 
farmers -in some degree- also already know how to 
increase rice yield. 

If they know, then why are rice farmers not willing to 
apply the available technology? This is simple, they 
do not apply the technologies since they know that 
additional technological inputs mean increase in 
production cost, and in our current condition, 
increase in production cost does not correlate with 
increase in farmer's income, especially when rice 
price is maintained at relatively low range. 

I guess statements that stagnant rice production is 
associated with lowly-educated farmers, lack of 
available capital for such agribusiness, and 
unavailable technological breakthrough are not very 
sound, it is more related to lack of farmer's 
motivation to improve their land productivity since 
there is no financial incentive in doing so. 

Farmers may not hold university's degrees, and may 
not even able to finish their elementary school, but -
believe me- they know exactly what they are doing 
when we are talking about on-farm activities related 
to rice production. Capital will be available if 
producing rice becomes profitable business. 
Unfortunately, at present, high production cost -
especially if it is not subsidized- and controlled low 
price of rice make agribusiness in rice not attractive. 

In spite of a lot of efforts have been done, it seems 
that this issue was, is and will still be there, unless we 
do the right things. We need to evaluate whether we 
already tackle the issue on the right spot(s) and we 
need to admit that we may have been too long 
'barking at the wrong tree'. Are we really on the right 
track? 



I feel that we need to follow the track heading 
toward condition where are farmers are strongly 
motivated to increase rice production, and the 
motivation -I believe- will be generated mainly by 
financial incentives. We need to place farmers at 
center stage and we need to acknowledge that rice 
farmers are the primary actors in this case, not the 
other stakeholders. 

 


